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ABSTRACT

In NMay 1998, 4 laree number of forest lires in the region of southem Mésico and Cen-
wal Americas released huge amounts of conlaminants thal were transported over the
Pacific Oceat then, due tooachange inalr current direction, e primary contaminauts

and then seeondary pollotant products impacted central New Mexico aller 3 to 6 davs
tansport tme. The wolal dastance traveled was approximately 3000 km fvom the fre
souree. Background measurements of a number of key chemical markers woere taken
b tore and during tie haze incursion ata site located at Socorro, NV A number ol days
betare the Baze episode in NML large areas of Texas, Louisiana and the Tower Missis-
sippd River valley were also imundated by smoke Grom the fires, The sum of carbony |
comgotnds wis 3.6 pphy before and 153 ppby during the smoke evenl. the sum of
carboxy lie acids went from 7.2 pphyv o 8.6 ppbve C1-C2 hydrocarbons went from 270
ppin o 133 by particulate NO< went from 001 10 13 gms 8O, " went rom 1.2
w0 3.4 wom s and ML concentrations remained benween the range measured hetore
the episode (15-20 paime). The results indicate the significant impact on a rural site
from long range transgort ol primary and secondary smoeke pollutants from biomass
burning events and the importance of these species being primarily in the zascous and
e acrosel size range. These ine aerosols are importantas climate forcing azents and
m reducing aiv quality and visibilily,
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RESUMEN

I o de T9980 varos incendios Torestales erclaregion sur de Mexico y en Amdrica
Cemiral, emiticron cnormes cantidades de contaminantes que foeron transportados al



